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Arts Center of Yates County 

2012 ARTS CENTER AWARDS 

During the Annual Dinner on Monday October 8, 
the 2012 Arts Center Awards were presented. 

2012 Artist of the year award 

This award is designed to celebrate one of the 
Arts Center exhibiting artists who combines artistic 
talent and active participation that keeps the Arts 
Center on the move. This year the award goes to 
Bonnie Barney. 

Bonnie has drawn “for the amusement of school 
children” for many years, until she took up water-
color painting seriously in 1996.  She has painted 
on four continents, but most enjoys depicting the 
beauty of the Finger Lakes region and the peace 
of wild things. 

Her formal lessons came from workshops with 
nationally known artists. She has been privileged 
to receive several commissions from different or-
ganizations including the Owens Wildlife Founda-
tion and the Best Western’s Vineyard Inn and 
Suites in Penn Yan. 

Active in the Penn Yan Art Guild, she is a past 
President of the Arts Center with a continuous 
strong  involvement in all different activities of the 
Center.  She is a regular contributor to the ACYC 
exhibits and her 
work may also be 
seen at her home 
studio.  Her piece 
“Let’s make wine” is 
reproduced on the 
front cover of the 
2012 Annual Re-
port. 

Congratulations to 
Bonnie Barney and 
thanks for all she 
does for the Arts 
Center. 

Norma Pealer 2012 Volunteer of the year 

In August 2012, the Board of Directors of the Center 
decided unanimously to recognize not one but two 
2012 volunteers of the year: Bob “Flick” Flickinger  
and Tom Murrin.  

Together, working as a strong team “starting with the 
end in mind”, they spent countless hours leading the 
Facilities Committee, coordinating the efforts of the 
architect and the many different contractors, managing 
the budget, in order to deliver to the community a state 
of the art Arts Center at the new location on Main 
street.  We would not be in our new home today if it 
weren’t for these two men.  The overwhelming wel-
come from hundreds of visitors at our grand opening 
was evidence of their success. 

Sadly, Bob Flickinger has recently been the victim of a 
tragic accident. We lost a great man, for many a friend. 
We will all miss him enormously. 

Thank you, Flick and Tom for your willingness to serve 
and your effectiveness for putting the Art Center on 
Main Street with such splendor.   

(Continued on page 6…) 
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YCAC Board Members: 
 

Class of 2013 
Dick Barney 

Fred Brockway 
Caryl Flickinger 

Dick Murphy 
Sandy Murrin 

 
Class of 2014 

Dexter Benedict 
Sharon Corcoran 

Joyce Herbert 
Kris Packard 
Susan Peck 

 
Class of 2015 
Daniel Crozet 

Howard LeVant 
Karen Morris 
Karen Payne 

Kent Salisbury 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Bonnie Barney 

 
Executive Director 

Kris Pearson 
 
 
 

YCAC‘s programs are  
supported in part with 
public funds from the  

New York State Council 
on the Arts. 

 
 
 

The mission of YCAC is 
to enrich the quality of 

life of Finger Lakes  
residents, artists, and 
visitors by providing  

opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 
To this end, we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art programs and  
projects; coordinate, 

schedule, and publicize 
events; develop & main-
tain physical facilities. 

 

 

Grants and Honors Received 
 
The Arts Center will receive a $2,000 
grant from the Yates County Tourism 
Advisory Committee in January to 
support bringing in “master artists” to 
teach workshops in the coming year. 
Popular “painting with paper” artist Eliz-
abeth St. Hilaire Nelson has already 
agreed to return to teach a class at the 
beginning of June and the Arts Center 
also looks forward to welcoming water-
media specialist Karen Rosasco, and 
landscape artist Connie Berberian as 
summer workshop instructors. 

 

The Arts Center’s creative marketing 
materials have won a spot on the Xer-
ox Free Color Printer program’s annual 
calendar. Visit the Xerox Free Color 
Printer Facebook page to vote for the 
Arts Center’s work as “the people’s 
choice”! 

 

Many thanks to the Yates Community 
Endowment for providing the Arts 
Center with a $2,040 grant for 
“finishing touches” in the new arts cen-
ter’s workshop space. The Endowment, 
which is part of the Rochester Area 

I just realized that this is the last issue of Perspectives for the year 2012. Time is flying.  
This year has been busy at the Center. Last year we were on the move, this year we 
moved. For next year we plan to move further in line with our vision, which is “to be 
recognized as the premier multi-arts center of New York State”. 
 

Our goals and objectives for 2013 are: 
- To continue to deliver value to the Community through involvement and education in 
the Arts, through exhibitions, workshops and special events 
- To enhance the image and visibility of ACYC to the community, artists and visitors 
-- To continue to improve the organization’s effectiveness and efficiency 
- Last but not least, to preserve the financial health of 
the Center in order to ensure its future growth. 

 

… In other words, with your continuous support, to move 
further. 
 

I wish you all, a great time during the up coming holiday 
season which will begin at the Center with the opening 
of the “Celebration” show on November 16. The show 
will feature wonderful holiday gifts, so keep the Center in 
mind as you plan your gift shopping. 
 

Daniel Crozet 
ACYC President 

Community Foundation, provided funds 
for practical (and comfortable!) classroom 
chairs, a set of table easels (which have 
already proved to be popular with paint-
ers in the Alla Prima classes) and an in-
structional mirror often requested by visit-
ing instructors. The Arts Center is one of 
four Yates County groups to receive 
funding from the Yates Community En-
dowment, which is in its first year of giv-
ing. We’re pleased and grateful for the 
support of this wonderful community part-
ner! 
 
Photo: table easels in use with Alla Prima 
Alla Fun class results in September. 
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CELEBRATION 2012 
Celebration, our annual holiday exhibit, will debut 
with a reception on Friday, November 16th, from 5 til 
7 PM at the Flick Gallery of the Art Center.  Wine, gen-
erously donated by Heron Hill Tasting Room, will be 
served along with an assortment of hors d’oeuvres. All 
are welcome! These special artists will encourage you to purchase unique 
and locally handmade gifts.  Match up these artists with their works! 
 

                        The Kappels will again be part of our show. Keith Kappel is a woodworker trained 
through a variety of technical seminars. Roberta is a graduate of the Art Institute of Chicago where 
she also taught and lectured. She has been an art teacher, a commercial artist, an art director, free 
lance artist, decorative painter and muralist.  
 
Linda Lefko does commissioned replications of graining, watercolors, interior painted wood pieces 
such as boxes, over mantels and fireboards, portraits on panel, and New England style wall murals 
and minor restoration of painted and gilded surfaces. She lectures on Mementos & Memorials, Theo-
rem Painting, and more.  
 
Leon Fontier has been designing and producing fine home accessories in pewter. Over the past 25 
years, Leon's work has evolved into a style all his own, that is hard to pigeonhole, modern yet classic 
with a touch of "Art Deco".  
 
Matt Burnell is currently a senior at the State University at Fredonia majoring in Mathematics and 
Adolescent Math Education.  He spends his summers with his family at his grandfather’s cottage on 
Keuka Lake, which has inspired him to create unique, handcrafted gifts with a Keuka Lake theme.  
 

Devan and Kristin Whitaker, Junkyard Friends, create fun unique metal creatures to be enjoyed in an outside environment such as a garden 
or inside a home or office space. The collection of metal pieces, from old farm equipment to bent silver ware, originate in local junkyards and 
yard sales. The recycled metal pieces are then welded together by Devan, while Kristin primes and paints them to add even more character to 
each creation. 
 
Werner Sun is a self-trained artist and sculptor, as well as a particle physicist. He creates mobiles and digital photomontages using scenes 
from everyday life — his house, studio, drive to work — sometimes combining sculpture and image to make novel forms of art, deconstructing 
and re-synthesizing ordinary images to locate himself in an increasingly fragmented and disembodied world.  
 
Ben Bennett learned glass blowing while living at the Rochester Folk Art Guild, a crafts community located in Middlesex, NY. He helped start 
the glass program there in 1971. Eighteen years later, in 1989 , he set up his studio, Blue Heron Glassworks. In 1999, he began to specialize 
in the production of Christmas ornaments adapting 14th Century Venetian glass blowing techniques to modern equipment and materials.  
 
Bonnie Grinnell is a full-time Chemistry teacher in the Corning-Painted Post School district. She started beading a few years ago and enjoys 
doing it as a stress-reliever. Most of her bracelets and necklaces are made of small seed beads but I last year she started using glass pearls 
as well. Most of the large focal beads in her work are also handmade by her. She started making them last year at the 
Studio at CMoG. Bonnie enjoys playing with color and hope others will enjoy her creations as well. 
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“LifeScapes”, the current exhibition at the Center is about photography, demonstrating that photography is an art in 
itself, giving the opportunity to photographers to express themselves their own way.  Along with the ACYC exhibit-
ing artists, three gifted photographers – Gil Maker, John Kosboth and Sheridan Vincent - present their own interpre-
tation of landscapes photography.  The show runs through November 12, 2012.  

 

 

 

Annual Arts Center Benefit 

Holiday cards 
8 assorted $10 

Available at the Arts Center,  

127 Main Street, Penn Yan 

 

 

 

 
Artists clockwise from top left: Bonnie Barney, Hannelore Wolcott-Bailey, Catherine McBride, Norma Rugg, 
Leah Hawley, Fran Bliek, Judy Erwin, Barbara Doyle.  Thanks to many other fine entries into this competition. 
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Arts Center to Carry Britto Gift Pieces 
 
Internationally renowned pop artist Romero Britto’s 
bright and cheerful artwork will be available at the 
Arts Center this holiday season.  The Center is work-
ing with Britto’s Miami-based Magical Thinking Arts 
to bring a variety of Britto designed gift items to 
Penn Yan.  The intricately designed, brightly colored 
umbrellas, scarves, mugs and glasses make won-
derful gifts to help combat the mid-winter blues. 
 
A Brazilian-American, Britto’s work 
combines cubism, pop art and  

Volunteer Spotlight 
 
Gary Lyte is a relatively new addition to the Art Cen-
ter but has quickly become a familiar face here. Gary 
lived in Wisconsin for the first few years of his life 
and then moved to Chicago where his mother had a 
restaurant. His father moved to California to pursue 
a career in music. After finishing school Gary attend-
ed a Chef’s Academy and became enamored with 
food preparation and gourmet cooking. Eventually 
he moved to California and settled in Mendicino, 
California, where he ran a 4-star restaurant. He be-
came a vital part of the Mendicino Art Colony, enjoy-
ing the comradeship of the many artistic members. 
He also worked as a DJ there.  
 
About 5 years ago Gary moved to Penn Yan to be 
close to his son and family which includes a grand-
son and granddaughter. Gary’s daughter lives in the 
Los Angles area. On the west coast Gary has 2 
grandsons and 2 great grandchildren. Gary is an 
active volunteer not only for the Arts Center but also 

is treasurer 
of the tenant 
association 
at St. Marks 
and doing 
indexing for 
the Yates 
County Ge-
nealogical 
Society. 
Gary’s hob-
bies include 
playing 
cards, music, writing a family history book on his 
computer, going out for “fish fry” dinners on Friday 
nights.  
 
Gary is an enthusiastic volunteer at our gallery and 
docents regularly on Wednesday mornings. He en-
joys the visitors as well as seeing all the beautiful 
artwork on display and does a great job helping Kris 
out with sending workshop information to the news-
papers.  

graffiti with vibrant colors and whimsical images.  His 
work has been commissioned by national and inter-
national corporations, including Disney, Pepsi and 
Absolut Vodka.   
 
Britto often vacations on and around Keuka Lake 
and is an active advocate for the arts and arts edu-
cation, particularly for youth.  The Arts Center is 
pleased to be able to offer Penn Yan residents the 
opportunity to enjoy this cheerful and unique work 
that is instantly recognizable throughout the world.   
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Arts Center Community Arts 
Grants Recipients 

 
The Arts Center of Yates County is pleased to an-
nounce the recipients of seven Community Arts 
Grants awarded to individuals and organizations for 
arts projects or activities that support or promote the 
arts in Yates County. Chairperson Carol Conti an-
nounced the 2012 awards by stating, “This year’s 
funding will benefit a wide range of ages and abilities 
through a variety of projects. We are very pleased 
with the great response from applicants with worthy 
projects and wish we could have awarded them all”. 
 
The Arts Center of Yates County is awarding the 
2012 Community Arts Grants to the following: 

 

Penn Yan Public Library: To fund performers at the 
Library in their summer reading program which 
serves all segments of the public, young and old. 
 
Keuka Lake School (Yates ARC): To fund a collab-
orative student-created collage wall hanging for 
school’s 2013 Art Show. This laminated wall hanging 
will remain at the Keuka Lake School even after the 
current early childhood students have graduated. 
 
Faith Benedict, Art Teacher at Penn Yan Middle 
School: To fund two guest artists (one during first 
semester and the other during second semester) to 
share the history of their lives as artists, and their art 
work, with all 7th grade students. 
 
Our Town RoCKS (Barrington/Starkey/Dundee 
Health Improvement Project): To fund a series of 4-6 
intergenerational art classes in the spring of 2013 
that would include a different visiting artist/instructor 
at each session in order to introduce the students to 
a variety of styles, media, and products. 
 

The Flick Gallery of the Arts Center. 
 

As Tom Murrin said during the annual dinner, “Now 
as long as there is an Arts Center there will always 
be someone who will ask about the name of the 
Flick Gallery and there will always be someone who 
will know the answer.  Idn’t it great?” 

Clinton Crest Manor: To fund visiting musicians & 
artists, supplies for arts & crafts, travel expenses for 
outings such as theater and cultural events for elder-
ly residents. 
 
Skylarc Studio (Yates ARC): To fund special field 
trip to The Corning Glass Museum to give partici-
pants a unique opportunity to view specialized glass 
art during a period when the studio is enhancing its 
artistic opportunities in this medium. 
 
Penn Yan Manor Nursing Home: To fund a holiday 
art project that involves active engagement in the 
planning process, promotes creativity and dexterity, 
and encourages interactions among the participants. 
 
The source of the funding for these grants is from 
sales of items during ACYC’s Attic Art Sale. Thanks 
to the generosity of Arts Center friends who donated 
a wide variety of treasures from their attics and 
homes.  Many bargains were sold during the Attic 
Art Sale this summer. Additional funding was raised 
through the sale of some of the donated items dur-
ing an auction at the Art Center’s Annual Dinner.  
 
All the proceeds from these fundraising efforts are 
given back to the community through these Commu-
nity Arts Grants. This community support of the Attic 
Art Sale has enabled the center to award $1750 in 
grants to seven Yates County Community individu-
als and organization for arts related projects. Each 
will receive $250. We want to thank all those individ-
uals and organizations that participated in the pro-
cess and encourage all to continue in their efforts in 
making Yates County a vibrant and caring communi-
ty.  
 
Save those Attic Art donations for NEXT 
July’s sale, July 26 & 27, to enable more 
grants.  EARTH without ART is just “EH”! 

Continued from page 1…Volunteer Award,  
 
During the annual dinner the awards were presented 
to Mark, Flick’s son, and to Tom and the following 
announcement was made:  To honor Bob “Flick” 
Flickinger’s memory and his passion for the Arts 
Center, the Board of Directors has decided to name 
the gallery on Main Street “The Flick Gallery”.   
 

Now, all the events which will take place on the first 
floor of the Arts Center building, will be held at  



YOUTH CLASSES 
 
Design & Color for Kids 
Instructor: Robin McCondichie 
Secrest 
Tuesdays, Oct. 23- Nov. 13 
3:30-5:30 
Location: Creative Workshop 
$20.00 Members $20.00 Non-
Members 
Explore the fundamentals of 
design and color in an age-
appropriate, fun and nurturing 
atmosphere for kids. This class 
is sure to improve students con-
fidence and ability in every as-
pect of art. 
 
Autumn Adventures in Art 
Instructor: Robin McCondichie 
Secrest 
Tuesdays, Nov. 27—Dec. 11 
12:30-2:30 & 3:15-5:15 
Location: Creative Workshop 
$15.00 Members $15.00 Non-
Members 
     Each week students will ven-
ture into a different medium and 
project, exploring the wonderful 
world of art while working with 
paints, drawing media, collage, 
etc. 
 
Drawing for Kids 
Instructor: Robin McCondichie 
Secrest 
Tuesdays Jan. 8 - Feb. 12,  
1:00-2:30 and 3:30-5:00 
Creative Workshop 
$30.00 Members $30.00 Non-
Members 
     Drawing skills will be ex-
plored through having fun with 
the experience of drawing. Var-
ied materials and approaches 
will be experimented. Drawing is 
doing, drawing is cool! 
 

ADULT CLASSES 
 
Holiday Cards Printmaking 
Instructor: Robin McCondichie 
Secrest 

Sat. Nov. 10, 9:00-1:00 
Creative Workshop 
$28.00 Members $36.00 Non-
Members 
Design and screen print your 
own holiday cards. Bring your 
ideas - perhaps collect some old 
cards you liked to be a spring-
board. We'll translate your cho-
sen image into a strong screen-
able image to create you card. A 
handmade card is a warm greet-
ing for the holidays! 

 
Holiday Basket Weaving 
Instructor: Joan Belles 
Wed. Nov. 14, and Nov. 28,  
from 9-12 
Location: Joan's Waterfront 
Weavery N. Plum Pt. Rd.  
Himrod, NY 
$42.00 Members $54.00 Non-
Members 
     Create a holiday basket us-
ing natural materials under the 
direction of master basketweav-
er Joan Belles. All levels from 
beginners to advanced are wel-
come. Materials fee to be paid 
directly to instructor. 
 
Stamping Fun 
Instructor: Kathy Wheat 
Nov. 19, Monday, 5:00-7:00 pm 
creative Workshop 
$10.00 Members $10.00 Non-
Members 
     Come learn some creative 
stamping techniques while cre-
ating cards and other paper 
crafts. All new projects each 
class. Projects are beginner 

friendly. 
Class meets on the 3rd Monday 
of every month from 5pm to 
7pm. Please register in advance 
as class fills quickly. 
 
Alla Prima - Alla Fun! 
"Sunflowers" in the flavor 
of VanGogh 
Instructor: Robin McCondichie 
Secrest 
Wed., Nov. 28, 5:30-8:30 
Creative Workshop 
$42.00 Members $52.00 Non-
Members 
     Can’t draw a stick figure, not 
artistic or maybe a little nervous? 
No worries! We have a fun even-
ing that will send everyone home 
with their own masterpiece. 
Won’t your friends be impressed 
when you tell them that the fabu-
lous art hanging on your wall 
was created by you! Alla Prima 
is a style of completing a paint-
ing in one painting session. The 
Italian words literally mean ‘at 
once’. We’ll guide you through 
the painting process step by step 
as you recreate your own im-
pression of the featured painting. 
‘Alla Prima... ... Alla Fun’ is a 
way to learn the basics of paint-
ing and enjoy the company of 
friends. At the end of the session 
you’ll take home a wonderful 
painting and maybe a new found 
talent you’ll want to explore. 
     We provide the paint, brush-
es, canvas, wine, pizza and 
guidance. Bring a smock or 
apron. The evening begins at 
5:30pm and ends at 8:30pm.  
Each session is limited to 10 
students. 
     Interested in a private Alla 
Prima...Alla Fun event, contact 
the Arts Center at 315-536-8226 
for more information. 
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YCAC Winter Classes and Workshops 
Creative  Workshop Space at Yates Gallery, 127 Main Street, Penn Yan  

 

Please note: SIGN UP FOR CLASSES EARLY.  Some classes have been cancelled for lack of 
minimum enrollment, only to have people call at the last minute to find out it’s cancelled. 
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 Stamping Fun 
Instructor: Kathy Wheat 
Dec. 17, Mon., 5:00-7:00 pm 
Creative Workshop 
$10.00 Members $10.00 Non-Members 
     Come learn some creative stamping techniques 
while creating cards and other paper crafts. All new 
projects each class. Projects are beginner friendly. 
     Class meets on the 3rd Monday of every month 
from 5pm to 7pm. Please register in advance as 
class fills quickly. 

 
YATES COUNTY ARTS CENTER CREATIVE WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FORM 

Student Name: ___________________________________________ Phone: _____________________ 
Member _______     Non-Member _______ 
Address: ______________________________________ City, State, & Zip: _______________________________ 
Home Phone: ____________________ Cell: ____________________ Email: ______________________ 
Course Titles:__________________________________ Fee: _______ Materials Fee? _______________ 
 
        ___________________________________         _______                          _______________ 
 
METHOD OF PAYMENT                 Total  $ ______________ 
* CHECK (payable to YCAC)      * MASTER CARD       * VISA  
CARD # ______________________________________   EXPIRATION DATE: _____________   
               

Signature__________________________________ Mail to: YCAC, 119 E. Elm St., Penn Yan, NY 14527 
 

Registration Info /Refund Policy 
 

· Full class fee is required at registration. Absolutely NO partial class fees. One may make up missed class if available. 
· Class size is limited; please register early to avoid closed classes.   · Enrollment is on a “first come first served” basis. 
· Classes with inadequate enrollment are cancelled 1 week before the first class meeting so please register early. All fees refund-
ed when YCAC cancels a class. 
· Refunds of class fees, less $10 administrative fee, are made for withdrawals prior to 2 business days before to first class or 2 
weeks prior for full week workshop.   Contact the Arts Center at 315-536-8226 if you have any questions. You may register by 
phone with a credit card, or send a check to YCAC, 119 E. Elm St., Penn Yan, 14527.  

Thanks, Betty Brigham, for the high 
bid of $750 for this painting. 

Drawing for Adults 
Instructor: Robin McCondichie  
Secrest 
Mondays Jan. 7, - Feb. 11 
from 6:00-8:00 pm 
Creative Workshop 
$84.00 Members $108.00 Non-Members 
     Participants will learn the fundamentals of drawing 
branching out according to the experience level of the 
students. The course will include exploring drawing ma-
terials, applying concepts to design, and developing a 
more finished drawing. 

Visitor with Connection to Gallery: 
A woman named Marilyn Barber, a classical vocalist from East Aurora, 
stopped by our gallery and shared that her great grandfather was the 
president of the Baldwin bank.  He lived a 123 Stark Avenue and 
walked to work every day.  He dropped dead of a heart attack inside 
the post office when he was in his 80's!   

DONATION NEEDED: 

For cutting soapstone in preparation for carving workshops…. 

A 13” (or so) BANDSAW 
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with us, as volunteers, helping us to move further 
Kent Salisbury, 2011 artist of the year and Chair of 
the design Committee and Daniel Crozet, current 
President, will continue to serve for the next three 
years. 
 
The newly elected Directors are Karen Morris, Ka-
ren Payne, Susan Peck and Howard LeVant. 
Thank you, and welcome to both Karens, Susan and 
Howard. Your willingness to bring your skills and 
motivation to ACYC is very much appreciated. 
 
The 2013 Arts Center Board of Directors: 
Class of 2013    Class of 2014       Class of 2015 
Dick Barney    Dexter Benedict    Daniel Crozet 
Fred Brockway    Sharon Corcoran   Howard LeVant 
Caryl Flickinger    Joyce Herbert        Karen Morris 
Dick Murphy    Kris Packard        Karen Payne 
Sandy Murrin    Susan Peck           Kent Salisbury 
 
See page 10 for photos and statements about new 
board members. 

 

New Board Members 
 

During the annual business meeting, which took 
place at the annual dinner on October 8, 2012, four 
new Board Members were unanimously elected and 
the departure of two current Board Members was 
announced: 
 
Out of the 4 Directors who completed their term of 
three years, 2 have decided to leave the Board and 
2 have decided to serve for a second consecutive 
term, as permitted by the by-laws. 
 
Joan Belles and Janis Long have decided to leave 
the Board. We wish to thank them for all the time 
and effort that they deployed during their term. Joan 
was the Chair of the Volunteers Committee and Jan-
is was the Chair of the Sunny Point and Nominating 
Committees.  
 
The bad news is that they leave the Board, but the 
good news is that Joan and Janis are going to stay 

Alla Prima…Alla Fun  
Classes a Success! 

 

“Alla Prima….Alla Fun” Classes have been a smash-
ing success,  so popular there is a waiting list each 
month! What started out as just a summer offering 
for July, August and September has evolved into a 
year-round (except December) monthly happening. 
The classes are held in Arts Center’s Creative Work-
shop on the second floor of the new Arts Center at 
127 Main Street in Penn Yan. 
 
This fun evening sends everyone home with her/his 
own masterpiece ready for hanging; just add some 
wire on the back and it’s all set to put on your wall.  
Your friends will be so impressed when you tell them 
it is your very own creation.  
 
The Italian words “Alla Prima” literally mean ‘at 
once’. The Art Center’s qualified instructors guide 
participants through the painting process step by 
step as they create their own version of the featured 
painting. “Alla Prima... Alla Fun” is a way to learn the 
basics of painting and enjoy the company of friends.  
 
The Art Center provides the paint, brushes, canvas, 
wine, soda, pizza, salad and guidance. The only 
thing we ask is that participants bring a good appe-
tite and a smock or large shirt to wear over their 

clothes for protection. The evening begins at 5:30pm 
and ends at 8:30pm. The price for the evening is 
$42 per person for members and $52 for non-
members. Call the Arts Center of Yates County at 
315-536-8226 to register. Register early so as not to 
be disappointed. 
 
Alla Prima…Alla Fun Classes are held the 4th 
Wednesday of each month except December. To 
help you plan ahead, mark your calendars for: Nov. 
28, Jan. 23, Feb. 27, Mar. 27, April 24, May 22, June 
26, July 24, Aug. 28, Sept. 25, Oct. 23. 
 Interested in a private “Alla Prima... Alla Fun” 
event? Contact the Arts Center for more information. 
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Howard LeVant 

Howard is a graduate of the 
Institute of Design in Chica-
go. He was an advertising 
photographer in Chicago for 
almost 20 years.  The family 
moved to Rochester in 1978 
so he could teach photog-
raphy at the School of Pho-
tographic Arts and Science 
at RIT. 

He and his wife Nancy 
bought a house on Keuka Lake in 1999 and live there 
six months a year. Howard has served on the YCAC 
board in the past and is looking forward to coming 
back.  He is also the Vice President of the Finger 
Lakes Chamber Music Festival and a committee 
member of the Concert in the Park series in Penn 
Yan. 

Nancy is a noted quilter and Howard continues to do 
photography for Not For Profit corporations. 

Karen Morris 
 

Karen Morris has spent most of her career in jour-
nalism. With a Bachelor of Arts degree in English 
from State University of New York at Albany, she 
began in Boston with the Christian Science Moni-
tor. From 
there,  she moved on to Maine and New Hamp-
shire, managing weekly publications and discover-
ing a passion for community journalism. 
 
She returned to New York State, settling in Dundee 
in 1989, to be near family as her two sons were 
growing up.   
 
After a five-year stint as 
a custom decorator, she 
returned to journalism at 
The Chronicle-Express, 
where she is now pub-
lisher.     
 
Her interest in local arts 
led her to volunteer  
with the Keuka Arts 
Festival, for which she 
now serves on the 
board of directors. 

Karen Payne 

Karen is a native of Penn Yan. She is married to 
David Payne, has 3 children and 5 grandchildren. 
With her background in the field of education, she 
brings a strong commitment to — and appreciation 
of -– the creative arts.  

She is excited about 
joining the group of 
artists and volunteers 
who promote the arts 
and  actively support 
the cultural experi-
ences that the Center 
offers  the communi-
ty. 

 

Susan Peck 

Susan, although not an artist, has always loved the 
arts and frequently incorporated them onto the cur-
riculum when she taught in elementary schools. 
She is married to John Peck and has 2 children. 
She came to the area in 1972 and for a number of 
years she worked at the ARTS of the Southern 
Finger Lakes in Corning, interfacing with schools 
and overseeing several grant programs. 

She is a volunteer 
with the Red Cross 
and also at a free 
medical/dental clinic 
in Corning. 

To get her “arts fix” 
she plays in a hand 
bell choir, but gar-
dening, reading and 
swimming are com-
peting passions. 

She looks forward to 
being a ACYC board 
member, and to get-
ting involved in a fun and exciting way through the 
arts. 



Testimonial from Terri Coleman on entering her art in the State Fair:   
 

Why did I enter? My courage "muscle" was bolstered by the encouragement I received by ACYC art instructor, Robin 
McCondichie-Secrest. I have taken several of her classes through ACYC over the years, and have been enriched by 
each of them...I entered three pieces for consideration...My two oil entries weren't accepted but my collage was. Imag-
ine my thrill when I saw my collage already hanging on the wall when I picked up my two oils, with a  rosette hanging 
by it! The prize was third place  - good for $25.00 and a white rosette.  The collage was the result of a class I took at 
ACYC taught by Robin; a class where we brought a photograph and made three different pieces from it: a colored 
pencil drawing, an oil painting, and a collage made with bits of magazine paper. I had chosen a photo which was a 
close up of a sunflower with a bee in the middle working the florets. All three pieces stretched the limits of my skills, 
but the collage was the one that made me go beyond those limits. Apparently the effort came through, because of the 
three pieces I did, the collage always garners the most compliments.  
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PYAG exists to encourage all artistic endeavors.  Guests and new members are always welcome.  If you wish to join, 
please bring 3 examples of your work to a meeting for the group to admire as a way of introducing yourself.   

Dues are Active Member $15 ,  Associate Member  (not displaying art) $10. 
Send PYAG dues  to Sally Thomas, 3598 Sid White Rd.,  Keuka Park, NY 14478.   

ROC the Day – December 12, 2012 – a day when all 
residents in the greater Rochester region are invited 
to show their support for the nonprofit organizations 
working to improve our communities by going online a 
making a gift in support of the group(s) of their choice.  
 
Watch for information on how you can ROC the Day 
with the Arts Center of Yates County at 
www.ROCtheDay.org . 

At a recent meeting, Nancy Langford helped us all marble  
paper.   Here a clean-up crew stayed to help.  The Art Guild 
will not meet again until April 2013...but keep painting! 



We are grateful that 

Memberships Support The Arts Center 

These members joined or renewed between August 15, 2011 and October 15, 2012.  Thank you! 
 

MEMBERS RECEIVE GALLERY AND WORKSHOP DISCOUNTS! 
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Senior $25-$34  
Alice Anthony 
Bill Bailey 
Jean & Gordon Bascom 
June Beauchamp 
Bruce Bell and Marilyn Barber 
Barbara Burke 
Maddi Capuano 
Betty Castner 
Evelyn Dahlberg 
Helen Hansen 
Doris Hunt 
Elizabeth Jones 
Mary Kay Judd 
Ileen Kaplan-Maxwell 
Jane Kaszczynec 
Lauretta Kirk 
Barbara P. Merridew 
Charles & Dorisanne Osborn 
Pat Owen 
Pam Peek 
Betty Peer 
Horace Perry 
Barbara M. Pinckney 
Lois Saia 
Bruce Shoemaker 
Edward Sisson 
June C. Snyder 
Harriot & Ford Weiskittel 
Bruce and Nancy Westerdahl 
Nancy G. Witt 
Shirley Zurchauer 

 
 

 
 

Individual / Family $35-$49 
Monique Baran and Nick Loan 
David & Ronnie Baum 
Faith & Dexter Benedict 
Fran Bliek 
Bruce Bozman 
Steve and Betty Brigham 
Jack and Barbara Clarcq 
Fremont and Carole Clow 
Phyllis Creamer 
Christine Diamond-Hallam 
Doug & Judy Erwin 
Lisa Harper 
Steve Knapp and Nancy Rembaum 
Catherine McBride 
Michael Monahan 
Jeff & Michelle Morehouse 
Chris O'Brien 
Nancy Ridenour 
Tom & Kathy Rood 
Robert & Marilyn Scharf 
Gretchen Spittler & Anthony Trinchera 
Claudia Sullivan 
Kathy Swartele 
Sheridan Vincent 
Doug Wager, Henderson Drug Store 
Hannelore Wolcott-Bailey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Benefactor $500+ 

 

Patron $300-$499 
 

Business $100+ 
Mark and Deborah Malcolm  
Dick Murphy, Northnagle Realtors 
Brian Zerges, Finger Lakes Premier 
Properties 
Brian Zerges, Penn Yan Hospitality 
Group 

 

Contributor $150-$299 
Dr. Jorge L. Diaz-Herrera 
Elsie, Sallie and Terry Jensen 
Dennis Karalow & Melanie Steinberg 
Susan & Norm Lindenmuth 
Pam Yunis 
 

 

Associate $50-$149 
Chris Bailey 
Patricia and Mick Bizzaro 
Gary & Suzanne Fenner 
Margaret O. Hayes 
Michael J. & Kim Healy 
Robert O. & Donabeth Jensen 
John Kosboth 
Thomas & Sandra Murrin 
Daniel Roemmelt 
Diana & Donald Schneider 
Alice Tariot and Steve Schwartz 
Shirley and Mike Thompson 
Janice & John Travis 
Robert & Elizabeth Turissini 
Virginia & Tom Yost 

Not a member yet?  Choose a category, write a check, and mail or bring it to The Gallery. 
 

Name__________________________________________________________ $________  .  

 

Address__________________________________________________________________  . 
 

Phone______________________  E-Mail*_______________________________________  . 
 

*Giving us your e-mail address will earn you a discount coupon in The Gallery! 

 

ACYC, 127 Main Street, Penn Yan, NY 14527 
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Red Jacket Writers’ Group 

YATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

President Gene Parsons 315-789-4563    Vice President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 

     The Yates County Photography Club will meet at 
7:00 P .M., November 15th at the Arts Center, 127 
Main Street, Penn Yan.   The program will be viewing 
and discussion of photos of fall color and/or Halloween 
subjects.  These may be in the form of snapshots, 
prints or CDs. 

The club will meet at 7:00 P.M., December 20th, when 

the program will be photographing 
of Christmas decorations either in 
the Gallery or outside in Penn Yan depending on 
the weather.  At the close of the photo session we 
will have some holiday treats furnished by mem-
bers. 

 Anyone one interested is welcome to attend. 

Red Jacket writers will be meeting at the Arts Center, 127 Main Street, Penn Yan,  from 6-8 PM on the 3rd 
Monday of each month.  November 19 and December 17, next. 
 
They would like to start helpful critiquing and suggesting potential markets, so writers are asked to bring 3 
or 4 copies of their current projects, if possible.  Any writer is welcome! 

Artists in Residence  
Inspired by Local Beauty 

 
     The Arts Center was pleased to have been able to 
offer two artists the opportunity to experience life on 
Keuka Lake this summer as part of our artist-in-
residence program.  Now in its second year, the pro-
gram invites working artists to spend a week at Sunny 
Point focusing on their art.  This year painters Ruth 
Connell of Annapolis, Maryland and Carol Abbott of 
Cincinnati, Ohio were chosen for the program. 
     Connell, who is a registered architect as well as an 
oil painter, spent the first week of July at the Arts Cen-

ter’s lakeside facility.  She 
wrote:  
    “ I cannot say enough about 
how rejuvenating and mean-
ingful the experience was for 
me, to have some solitary time 
in an inspirational location to 
focus on painting.  Knocking 
out three paintings that I actu-
ally really like in one week has 
elevated my belief in myself as 
an artist, and that belief – my 
“art-esteem” - is boosting my 

creativity.  It was a powerful 
and motivational experience 
for me to have the dedicated 
time and space to simply “be” 
and to live as a “real” artist for 
one week.  Please accept my 
gratitude. “ 
     Abbott spent a week in late 

September at the lakeside cottage donated to the Arts 
Center by Toronto art history professor Annie Smith.   
Abbott used the time to work on over a dozen paint-
ings seen at http//:carolabbott.blogspot.com.  She 
writes: 
    “ The pastoral beauty of the Keuka Lake area was 
very inspiring.  I love screened in porches and the fact 
that both the cottage and barn have them allowed me 
to paint rain or shine.  I started each day painting the 
lake in oils from the Barn’s porch, trying to capture the 
variances of different light and weather conditions…
not having to do anything all week but paint, relax and 
recharge my batteries turned out to be just what the 
doctor ordered.  I think that would make Annie Smith 
smile and I hope it pleases you for honoring her intent. “ 
     The Arts Center is pleased to be able to support 
working artists through our artist-in-residence program 
and we look forward to opening our facility to new art-
ists next summer. 



Arts Center of Yates County 
127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

 
Open Tues-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-5,            

315-536-8226 
  E-mail: info@ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 
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  US POSTAGE 

         PAID 

Save the Date 
 

Arts Center  
Artists’ Open Studio Tour 

 
Sat. Aug. 3 & Sun. Aug. 4 

2013 

Please support our Business 
Friends and Members: 
 

Best Western Plus: Vineyard Inn 
& Suiites, Penn Yan Hospitality 
Group—315-536-8473 
 
Willie Bilancio 
Opera House Antiques 
Hammondsport 
 
Birkett Mills 
Www.TheBirkettMills.com 
 
Century 21  
Mark Malcolm 
315-536-6163 
 
D J Builders & Remodelers 
Bellona 
315-531-9074 
 
Douglas Miles Agency 
Dundee 
607-243-7200 
 

Finger Lakes Premiere Properties 
315-536-2201 
 
Finton’s Landing B&B 
Doug & Ariane Tepper 
661 East Lake Rd. Penn Yan 
 
Knapp & Schlappi Lumber 
Lake St. Penn Yan 
 
Paul Knapp  
Water System Specialist 
315-536-9136 
 
Longs’ Cards & Books 
116 Main St. Penn Yan 
 
Loomis Barn & Country Shops 
4942 Loomis Rd., Rushville 
 
Marbles Automotive 
Rte 14A, Penn Yan 
 
Nick & Mindy Mesnick 
Elmira 

 
Morgan’s Grocery 
Hamilton St., Penn Yan 
Nothnagle Realtors  
Dick Murphy  
315-270-2002 
 
Prejean Winery 
Route 14 
www.PrejeanWinery.com 
 
 
Sommerville Pottery 
Prattsburgh 
www.SommervillePottery.co
m 
 
Stork Insurance 
Main St., Penn Yan 
www.StorkInsurance.com 
 
Water Street Pharmacy 
14 Water St. Dundee 
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